Faculty Hones their Technology Skills for the Classroom

£

Covering all the technical aspects
of the Harker curriculum is nearly
impossible, but we do try to
provide & nice cross section each
menth. Here is a roundup, includ-
ing mare reports on the summer
technology grant uses, and a
technology seminar recently held
e assist teachers in stream-

Ing video to their classromms
effectively.

M US teacher Pauline Paskali
worked on & WebDuest for her
Erglish 2/British Litarature
studenis during her tech grant
week. “l call it "Questing the Weh
for Shakespeare,” said Paskali.
“It is a multi-disciplinary research
project in which the students visit
a seres of literary, historeal,
theatrical and fine arts sites,
analyze or evaluate their content,
and create an annotated timeline
compilation of their discoveries,”

Paskali has
just introduced
the process o
her classes.
“Students ara
working on it
right mow, They
are doing a
Fraat job thus
far," she said.

B M5 history teacher Cyrus Merrill
started with a desire simply to
have all of his class materials and
activities online, *| also wanied

my studants to interact more with
one another; therefore, | spant my
surmimer learning to use several dif-
ferent technologies so that my kids
could work together and debate
with ane another,” Merrill said.

“They are using forums and wikis
on & regular basis to debate one
anather, communicate with one an-
other and 1o share information. This

b TR s shilfting the

L inguiry and
disoovery of
material from
one centersd
around the
teacher ta
one where the
students are
much more
invalved with finding, debating and
presenting infarmatian,” Merrill
continued, adding that he expects
his students to publish much of the
material that they are responsibie
for knowing and teaching to each
other.

Editors note: According to Wikipedia,
the online encyclopedia: “A wiki i3

& type of Web site that allows the
visitors themsehes to easily aod,
remove and otherwise adit and
change some avallable content, This
eage af interaction and oparatian

makes a wiki an effective tool for
collaborative authoring.”

B |nterested faculty attended
one of two workshaps on United
Streaming Video in October, This
Was a hands-on meaeting whers
teachers created curriculum they
could impdement right away. Ac-
cording to its Web site, the onling
company has a library of “mare
than 5,000 videos from Disoow-
ery Channel, BBC, Math Mastery,
and others - including more than
1,000 new videos in subject
areas including foreign language,
secondary math, science and lan-
guaga arts." The workshop was
set up by Harker's toechnology
department. Dan Hudkins, the
director of instructional technol-
Ogy. said, "United Streaming's
onding video callection is truly
impressive. There is something
for everyona.”

Internet Dangers Explained in Presentations to Students and Parents

In the neverending effort to keep
Harker stedents updated and
aware of issues arising from use
of the Internet, Harker has held
infarmaticnal student assemblies
in the L3, as well as meetings

for parents, to ensure students
and parents work together to stay
Internet-safe,

On Mow. 9, two LS assemblias
were held utilizing the MetSmartc
program, a natiomyide prog@&m
1o educate children and parents
on the dangers of wsing the
Internet imprapedy. Students
were warned about the dangers

of contacting strangers throygh
the Internet and other hazards via
animation, music, demonstrations
and reallife storias to teach differ
ent levels of students the dangers
they could encounter online, and
what to do,

Children were taught to tell a
trusted adult if they come across
amything enline that makes them
feal scared, uncomfortable or
confused; never to share personal
infermation, such as a telephone
number, address, name, location or
school with someone onling; never
1o meat in person with anyones that

Delicious ‘Thank You’ to Faculty

A kind thank you to Harker faculty was offered by two mothers in
canjunction with Eid ul-Fitr, the Islamic holiday that marks the end of
Ramadan. The women arranged for 8 delicious meal of traditional foods
to be sarved to faculty and staff at both the M5 and US. Many thanks

to Ambreen Jamal (Mahum, Gr. 9) and
Gazala Sadig (Zaynah, Gr. 9.

“Many of our Muslim families wish

to share the message of Eid, to
express gratitude for our blessings,

by expressing their gratitude to Harker
ME faculty and staff. They continue the
tradition begun last yvear of providing
special luncheon treats traditional to
the holiday,” said Cindi Merr, head of
the MS5.

they have first met aonling; and neyv-
ar to respond to messagas that are
mean or make them feel scared,
uncomfortable or confused,

On Nov. 14, a presentation was
held an
Internet Safety
for parents of
fourth through
eighth graders
by the San
Jose Police
Force™s Inter-
net Crimes
Against Chil-
clren (ICAC)
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task force. Task force repras
tatives provided information on
the rizks, victim and predator
profiling, and what parents can
do to keep their children safe.

Additional Inter-
net safety assem-
bligs for students
and parents are
planned, including
an M5 student
assembly on Dec,
1. end a presen-
tation for MS ang
U3 parents on
Feb. 9.
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